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The First Amendment guarantees freedom of speech. However, book
banning activities have skyrocketed since 2010, as documented by PEN
America and the American Library Association - by 2025, book bans had
been "normalized” in contemporary US education contexts. While the
Biden administration moved to counteract these often local, regional, and
state book banning measures, the second Trump administration declared
book bans a "hoax” in January 2025. Escalating this further, Republicans
initiated House Resolution 7661 (H.R. 7661), also known as the “Stop the
Sexualization of Children Act” in February of 2026, attempting to instate
national book bans, with the outcome as yet uncertain (as of March 2026).
Against this rapidly evolving backdrop, our interdisciplinary talk, coming
from literary studies and book studies, considers the recent novel Lula
Dean’s Little Library of Banned Books (HarperCollins/William Morrow
2024) by Kristen Miller. We show how the mainstream fiction novel is both
a testament to and form of activist engagement with this historic moment;
not only, but also in relation to the upcoming semiquincentennial
celebrations in the USA." In our talk, we discuss Miller's novel as both text
and book, including its critical responses on the material, representational,
and affective levels. We thus heed the callissued by the Modern Language
Association in January of 2026 on “Why We Need the Lessons of Banned
Books Now More Than Ever!

" This talk is part of the Obama Institute event series on the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence “These Truths at 250."
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