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The collection of essays explores the transna-
tional and intermedial (music, visual arts, dig-
ital media) legacy of Walt Whitman. It provides 
examples of his influence as well as suggestive 
parallels in contemporary poetry and thought. 
One common concern is the question of Whit-
man’s understanding of democracy and its 
consequences for poetry and art. Revisiting 
Whitman has no revisionist agenda. Nor is it 
nearly celebratory: it also shows tensions and 
ambivalences in the oeuvre of «The Good Gray 
Poet.»

Contents: Whitman in music and the visual 
arts, recent opera and video games • global 
Whitman network • Whitman and modernism 
• Whitman and democracy • democratic po-
etry • the problem of inclusiveness • Whitman 
and materialism, idealism and pragmatism • 
the significance of praxis • tradition and inno-
vation in Whitman

Winfried Herget has been professor of Amer-
ican Studies at Johannes Gutenberg-Universi-
tät since 1978. From 1968-1970 and 1981-1982 he 
was a fellow and visiting professor at Harvard 
University. His research interests include co-
lonial American culture, political culture and 
rhetoric, religion and politics, American-Ger-
man relations and modern American novel 
and drama.


