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STUDENT CONFERENCE

We warmly  welcome submiss ions  f rom advanced
bachelor ’ s  and master ’ s  s tudents  across

d isc ip l ines .  P lease  submit  an  abst ract  o f  2 5 0 –
3 0 0  w o r d s  by  F e b r u a r y  2 8  to  P a u l i n a  S c h l o s s e r

v ia  p s c h l o s s @ s t u d e n t s . u n i - m a i n z . d e .  

SUBMISSIONS

Hosted by  graduate  s tudents
of  the  Obama Inst i tu te  for

Transnat ional  Amer ican
Stud ies ,  the  conference i s

del iberate ly  in terd isc ip l inary ,
welcoming cont r ibut ions  f rom

across  the  humani t ies  and
soc ia l  sc iences ,  and f rom any
f ie ld  engaged wi th  quest ions

of  democracy ,  cu l ture ,  and
power .

Th is  year ,  the  Un i ted States
commemorates  the  250th
ann iversary  of  the  s ign ing of  the
Declarat ion  of  Independence .
We are  par t icu lar ly  in terested in
contr ibut ions  that  explore  the
tens ions  between democrat ic
ideals  and pol i t ica l  rea l i t ies ,  past
and present .

 G u i d i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i n c l u d e :

P o s s i b l e  t o p i c s  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  a r e  n o t
l i m i t e d  t o :

the  Declarat ion  of  Independence as  a
h is tor ica l  document  and an  ob ject  o f
memory  cul ture  as  wel l  as  i t s  cu l tura l
re levance and symbol ic  power
s lavery ,  rac ia l  exc lus ion ,
and the  DoI ’ s  legacy
women’s  r ights  then and
now:  inc lus ion ,  exc lus ion ,
and re interpretat ion

cr i t iques  of  the  DoI
across  t ime
the DoI  in  d i f ferent
academic  d isc ip l ines
representat ions  in  f i lm,
l i te rature ,  and v ideo
games
contemporary
perspect ives  on  the  DoI

Which  e lements  of  the  democrat ic
v is ion  ar t icu lated in  1776 cont inue to
shape the  Un i ted States  today?
Where  do we see cont rad ict ions
between promise  and pract ice?
How can h is tor ica l  nar rat ives  be
brought  in to  d ia logue wi th
contemporary  developments?
Which  ro le  may ar t i s t ic  express ion  p lay  in  the
negot ia t ion  of  democrat ic  ideals?

T h i s  s t u d e n t
c o n f e r e n c e  i n v i t e s

s t u d e n t s  o n  a n
a d v a n c e d

u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a s
w e l l  a s  g r a d u a t e

l e v e l  t o  r e f l e c t  o n
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  i d e a l s

o f  1 7 7 6  a n d  t h e i r  
r e s o n a n c e  i n  t h e

p r e s e n t  a n d  c r i t i c a l l y
e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f
I n d e p e n d e n c e  a s  a

f o u n d i n g  d o c u m e n t  a n d
t h e  s t a t e  o f  U . S .

d e m o c r a c y  t o d a y .

Fol low a long @theset ruthsstudentcon!


